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Magellanic Cloud (SMC)?

The Small Magellanic Cloud (SMC) 1s a gas-rich irregular dwarf galaxy and the second-nearest star
forming galaxy after the Large Magellanic Could. Recent star formation was triggered by tidal
interactions between the two galaxies and with the Milky Way.

Why is the SMC important?

But in the Southern Hemisphere, the SMC was more prominent; a regular presence in Australian
aboriginal stories, it helped early Polynesian cultures navigate the seas. Portuguese explorer
Ferdinand Magellan was the first to document the SMC and its companion galaxy, the Large
Magellanic Cloud (LMC), doing so between the years 1519 and 1522.

Why is SMC called SMC?
The galaxy pair was later named for the famous world traveler, who identified them while on his
final journey to discover a western route to Indonesia. The SMC lies approximately 200,000 light-

years from the Milky Way, making it the fourth-closest neighbor to our galaxy, according to
NASA'’s Imagine the Universe.
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Jun 14, 2025 - Powering Your Future: Why Solar Energy Storage Matters Solar panels (Photovoltaic or PV

systems) have revolutionized how we generate electricity, offering a clean, ...
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